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Acts 1:1-5 (NRSV)

In the firsttbook, Theophilus, | wrote about all'that

i Jesus did'and taught fromithe beginning until the day

when he was taken ub to heaven, after giving '
“instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles—

: whom e had chosen. After his suffering he presented

hlmself alive to them by.many convincing proofs,

appearihg to them during forty days and speaking

about the kingdom of God. While staying with them,

. he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait

there for the promise o‘f the Father. "This,” he said, "i

what you have heard from me; for John baptlzed W|th

water, but you W|II be baptlzed with the Hon Spirit not

many days from now."
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 ‘Acts 1:6-11 (NRSV)- =
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is
‘this the time when you will'restore the kingdom to,‘ls'rael?"
“He replied, "It is not foryyou'to know the times ok periods
that the Fatl'ger has set by his owniauthority. But yogwill
_ receive power'when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will'be myawitnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."” When he had said
< this, as tr\’ey were watching, he was lifted up, and.a cloud |
tookhim out of their sight: While he was going and they
\were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two meén in white
robes stood by them. The}y\ said, "Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Je§US, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will'’come in'the same
way as you saw him go into heaven."
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(Acts) is all about what Jesus is continuing to
do and to teach. The mysterious presence o‘f
' Jesus haunts the whole story. He is ’
~announced as King and Lord, not as an |
~ increasingly distant memory but‘as a living . -
and powerful reality, a person:Who can be
- known and loved;-obeyed and followed, a
person who continues to act within the real
world.-NT Wright states.in Acts for Everyone
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Acts 2:41-47 (NRSV) ~
So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and
t that day about threeithousand persons were added.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachihg and
“fellowshipy to the breaking of bread and the prayers..
" Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and
signs were belng done'by the apostles. All who believed
were together and had all things in common; they would *
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
~ proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as;they
spent much time togeth\er in the temple, they broke
bread at home-and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of
all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their

number those who were being saved. ‘
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